Equinox Stocktake: Global Climate
Observation Systems

Wednesday 18 March 2026
Royal Belgian Institute of Natural Sciences — Brussels (in person)

This one-day event will take stock of the challenges faced in the collection, storage, and
management of key data on the Earth’s climate system, and the plans to address them.

DRAFT Programme (41 times CET)

09:30 Registration and Coffee
10:00 Welcome and Introduction
Session Chair: Petra Manderscheid. IPL Cli

Stocktake Introduction: Purpose and Objectives
Antonio Navarra — CMCC, Chair of JPI Climate

Rolf von Kuhlmann — German Aerospace Center, JPI Climate Member (tbc)

10:15 Overview: Structure, Roles and History of GCOS and European Developments
Albert Fischer —- WMO/GCOS and European Commission (7bc)

10:45 Session I State of Play: Observations Across the Domains (Weather, Climate,
Composition) - Focus on gaps and emerging threats — overview of observation networks
based on recent GCOS analysis

e Atmosphere Peter Thorne — Maynooth University, [reland
® Qcean Sabrina Speich — Ecole Normale Supérieure, Paris
e Terrestrial Claudia Giardino, Consiglio Nationale di Ricerca, Italie (thc)

11:30 Coffee Break
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11:45 Session II Respondents by User Applications

Session Chair: Ned Dwyer — University College Cork

Tina Christensen — Danish Meteorological Institute
EUMETNET (tbc)

Land sector (tbc)

Cryosphere (tbc)

Panel Discussion including audience

13:00 Lunch

14:00 Session III Future Directions for GCOS
Opportunities and challenges for science, policy, research and innovation — Earth
system cycles and trends

Session Chair: Sarah Connors — European Space Agency

Energy Karina von Schuckmann — Mercator Ocean International
Water Mathias Zink —Federal Institute of Hydrology, Germany
Carbon Peter Landschiitzer, Flanders Marine Institute, Belgium
Indicators Piers Forster — University of Leeds, UK

Roundtable: Data Archives, Access and Custodianship
Including space-based and in-situ observations

Samantha Burgess - ECMWF
José Miguel Rubio-Iglesias — European Space Agency (tbc)
Stijn Nevens — Royal Meteorological Institute / BELSPO

16:00 Coffee Break

16:30 Session IV Value of Earth Observation — Stakeholder Responses
Session Chair: Albert Fischer - WMO/GCOS

e Services Samantha Burgess - ECMWF
e Supporting Policy Heather Maseko — UNFCCC Secretariat
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e Science (Research, IPCC) — (tbc)
e CMIP - (tbc)

The Way Forward — A Business Case for GCOS
Peter Thorne — Maynooth University, [reland

General Discussion

17:45 Outcomes and Next Steps
Frank McGovern — EPA Ireland, Vice-Chair of JPI Climate

Closure of the Event

18:00 Dinner / Reception
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