
Climate Neutrality Forum 2026 
10 years after the Paris Agreement - Climate action and Global Security 

 
 

DRAFT PROGRAMME* | 28–29 May 2026 
 

*Confirmation of some speakers is still pending 
 

DAY 1 – Thursday, 28 May 2026 

08:30 – 09:00 
☕ Coffee & Registration 

 
09:00 – 9:30 

Welcome & Opening Session 
Theme: Climate Action, Global Security and the Costs of Inaction 
Moderator: Petra Manderscheid, JPI Climate  

Speakers: 
● Giulia Galluccio, Vice-Chair of JPI Climate, Euro-Mediterranean Center of Climate 

Change (CMCC) 
● Lena Schilling, Member of the European Parliament 
● Vicky Pollard, European Commission DG Clima 

 
9:30 – 10:45 

Session I: State of the Climate System & Keeping 1.5°C in Reach 
Chair: Frank McGovern, Vice-Chair JPI Climate for the Equinox 

Thematic Focus: 
● State of the climate system (IGCC - Indicators of Global Climate Change and GCP - 

Global Carbon Project) 
● Keeping 1.5°C in reach: Messages from 1.5°C Workshop 
● Integrated Assessment Models (IAMs) and financial flows  

Speakers: 
● Annela Anger-Kraavi – EU Scientific Advisory Board on Climate Change / Cambridge 

Trust Fund for New Thinking in Economics 
● Piers Forster – UK Climate Committee / University of Leeds 
● Ingrid Udd Sundvor – Carbon Balance Initiative  

10:45 – 11:15 
C  Coffee Break 

11:15 – 11:30 Overview on the Global Climate Action Agenda 
 

11:30 – 12:30 Session II: Just and Equitable Transition – Energy   
Towards net-zero CO2 and opportunities for Methane reductions  
Chair: Christiane Textor, German Aerospace Center 
Thematic Focus 1: Towards net-zero CO2 emissions 

● Energy Systems state of play and directions of travel including Carbon Capture and 
Storage (CCS) 

● The energy transition GST1 to TAFF (Transition Away from Fossil Fuels) Roadmaps 



 

DAY 1 – Thursday, 28 May 2026 

11:30 – 12:30 Thematic Focus 2:  Methane reductions  
● Global Stocktake (GST1) to Methane pledge  
● UNEP Methane Alert and Response System (MARS) hotspots – energy and waste 

Speakers  
 

● Brendan Devlin - European Commission DG Ener 
● Myles Allen – Oxford Uni Net Zero 
● Piers Forster – UK Climate Committee / University of Leeds 

 

12:30 – 13:30 
r  Lunch 

13:30 – 14:15 Session II: Continued 
Discussion Session: Energy Transition, opportunities and Energy Security 

 
14:15 – 15:45 

Session III: Sustainable food production - Methane (CH4) and Nitrous Oxide 
(N₂O) 
Chair: María José Sanz – Basque Climate Change Center (B3C) 

Thematic Focus: 
● Methane from food production 
● European and global action on N₂O  
● Key drivers and mitigation strategies 
● Links to water quality, biodiversity, and ozone depletion 

Speakers:   
● James Hawkins – Consultative Group on International Agricultural Research (CGIAR) 
● Jan Sigurd Fuglesvedt – CICERO, IPCC Vice-Chair WGIII 
● Sion Chiew – Food and Agriculture Organisation (FAO) 

15:45 – 16:15 
☕  Coffee Break 

 
16:15 – 17:30 

Panel Discussion and Day One Wrap-Up  
Moderator: Ingrid Udd Sundvor – Carbon Balance Initiative 
Brendan Devlin, Sion Chiew, James Hawkins, María José Sanz, Per Anker-Nilssen 

Discussion: Climate Action and Global Security and Resilience 

17:30 – 21:00  Exploring the Great Narthex of the RMAH and Gardens of the Cloister  
- Group photo - 

Followed by  
s  Reception & Dinner 

 



 

DAY 2 – Friday, 29 May 2026 

08:30 – 09:00 
☕  Coffee & Registration 

09:00 – 09:10 Welcome & Opening of Day 2 

09:10 – 10:20 Session IV: Just and Equitable Solutions – Land 
Chair: Ned Dwyer, UCC  

Thematic Focus: 
● Towards net-zero land  
● Optimising Land Use for Climate, Biodiversity and Food 
● Roadmaps 

Speakers:  
● María José Sanz – B3C, Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) 
● Sion Chiew – FAO 
● Giacomo Grassi – Joint Research Council (JRC) 

 
Discussion: Climate Action, Resilience and Food Security 

10:20 – 10:35 
C  Coffee Break 

10:35 – 12:30 Session V: Carbon Dioxide Removals (CDR) 
Chair: Claudia Hitaj – Ministry of the Environment, Climate, and Biodiversity 

Thematic Focus: 
● State of Play on CDR  
● Financing options for CDR 
● Management of CDR 

Speakers: 
● Soheil Shayegh – CMCC 
● Oliver Geden – German Institute for International and Security Affairs (SWP) 
● Fabien Ramos – DG Clima European Commission 

Discussion: Potentials, Barriers and Governance 

12:30 – 12:45 High Level Intervention on geopolitics of energy and climate 
by Eamon Ryan, Advisor Global Climate and Clean Air Coalition (CCAC) – former Irish Climate and 
Energy Minister   

12:45 – 13:45 
r  Lunch 

 



DAY 2 – Friday, 29 May 2026 
 

13:45 – 14:00 FOCUS on Short-Lived Climate Forcers 
Speaker: 

● Marianne Lund – Arctic Monitoring & Assessment Programme (AMAP)  

14:00 – 14:45 Session VI: The Case for Climate Action 
Chair: Petra Manderscheid, JPI Climate 

Thematic Focus: 
● Geopolitics and Security 
● Changing finance flows  
● Economic case for action  
● Climate Finance  

Speakers: 
● Zbigniew Klimont – International Institute for Applied Systems Analysis (IIASA)  
● Network of Central Banks  
● Oliver Geden – German Institute for International and Security Affairs (SWP)  

 
Discussion: Financial flows 

 
14:45 – 15:30 

 

Session VII: European and Global Perspectives  
Chair: Chantal Roggeman, Belgian Climate Change Department 

Thematic Focus: 
● Keeping 1.5°C within reach – Update on messages from Equinox Workshop (Feb.2026) 
● Options and pathways  
● Climate action for a secure global future 

 
Speakers: 

● James Hawkins – CGIAR 
● Mathieu Blondeel – Institute for Environmental Studies (IVM) of VU Amsterdam 
● Giacomo Grassi – JRC 
● Volker Krey – International Institute for Applied Systems Analysis (IIASA) 

15:30-15:45 Next Steps & Closure of CNF2026 

From 15:45 
☕  Farewell Coffee & Networking   

 


	 

